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SHRI MATAVAISHNO DEVI SHRINE ACT.1988

(¢) "Shring Fund” means the endowment and includes all sums re-
ceived by or on behalf of, or the time being held for the benefit of
the shrine, and also includes includes all the endowments which
have been or may hereafter be made for the benefit of the shrine
or any other defty thereof in the name of any person, or for the
convenience, comfort or benefit of pilgrims thereto, as well as
offerings made to any of the detties comprised in the shrine.

(d) “The Shring” means the Shrine of Shri Mata Vaisnho Devi Shrine
and includes the Shring, holy cave and other temples within pre-
rises specified in the preamble of this Act:

e) “Prescribed’ means prescribed by byelaws mad under (s Act,

SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI SHRINE ACT.1988
THE JAMMU & KASHMIR, SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEV]

SHRIN ACT 1988

(Act No.XVI of 1988)

Received the assent of the Govemor on 31t August, 1988 and is
hereby published for general information:-

An Actto provide for the better management, administration and gov-
ernance of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine and its endowments including the
lands and buildings attached, or appurtenant to the Shrine, beginning from
Katra up to the holy Cave and the adjoining hilacks currently under the man-
agement of the Dharmarth Trust,

Be it enacted by the Jammu and Kashmir State Legislature in the
Thirty-Nine Year of the Republic of India as Follows: 4, VESTINGOF SHRINE FUND:-

b SHORTTITLE AND COMMENCEMENTS - The ownership of the Shrine Fund shall, from the commencement of
(1) This Act may be called the Jammu and Kashrir Shi Mata Vaishro this Act vest in the Board and the Board shall be entitied to its pos-
S session, administration and use for the purpose of this Act.
(2) It shall be deemed to have come into force with effect from 30-8- 5 THEBOARD:-
s (1) The administration, management and governance of Shi Mata
B [ Rk g Viaishno shrine and the Shrine Fund shall vestina Board comprising 2
This act shall have effect, not witstanding anything to the contrary con- chairman and not more than ten members. The composition of the
tained in any law or in any scheme of management, decree, custom 5 o shill be a8 fllowi:

UA0e oo et (a) The Governor of the state of Jammu and Kashmir shall be (e ex-
% DEFINITIONS:- officio chairman of the Board, andif the Governor benot @ Hindu, tner

In this ;::tl unless the context otherwise requires he may nominate an eminent person professing Hindu religion and
a) “Board" m ' ' | Shri '
a) eans the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shring Board consti- qualfied tobe a member,

tuted under this Act:
I an (b) Nine person tobe nominated by the Governor of Jammu and Kash-
(b) “Endowment: means all property, moveable or immovable belong-
ing to, or given or endowed for the maintenance, improvement,
additions to, or worship in the Shririe or for the performance of any

mir in the following manner:-
(i) Twoperson who, in the opinion of the Governor, have distinguished

service or charity connected therewith and inclides the idals in-
stalled therein, the premises of the shrine and lands and build-
ings attached or appurtenant therelg, beginning from Katra up to
the Holy cave and the adjoining hillocks currently under the man-
agement of the Dharmarth Trust or property belonging to Baridar

or Baridars Association within the Area specified in the preamble
of this Act;

ihemselves in the service of Hindu refigion, or cullure,

(i) Twowomen, who in the opinion the Governer, have distinguished
hemselves in the service of Hindu refigion, or culture or social work,
aspeciallyin regard to advancement of women;

(i) Three person, out of persons who have distinguished themselves in
adminstration legal affairs or financial matters,
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SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI SHRINE ACT, 1988

() Twoeminent Hindu of the state of Jammu and Kashmir :

0

the commencement of this ac_{zé?. and exercise all the powers of
the Board under this Act,

(2) Aperson shall not be eligible for being nominated as a member, or
for being a member of the Board if he suffers or incurs any of tlhe
disqualifications specified in section 8,

INCORPORATION:~

The Board shall be a body corporate and shall have perpetual succes-
sion and a common seal and may be said name sue and be sued.

TERM OF OFFICE OF THE MEMBERS:—

The rﬁ?mhers of the Board other than the chairman, shall subject to
provisions of section 8 and 9, hold office for a term of three years from
the date of their nomination under section 5.

DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD:—

A person shall be disqualified for being appointed, as a member of the
Board .-

(a} If such person is not a Hindu:

(b) if he is of unsound mind and stands so declared by a competent

court or_if he s a deaf mute, oris suffering from contagious leprosy
or any virulent contagious disease:

{¢) Ifhe s an undischarged insolvent.

(d) Ifhe_ is sentenced by a criminal court for an offence involving moral
lurpitude, such sentence not having been resarved.

(f) Ifin the opinion of the Governor he has acted against the interest of
the Shrine.

(9) Ifhe s an office-holder or servant attached to the Board, provided

that nathing in this clause shall apply to the Chief Executive Officer
of the Board,

() It he has been guilty of corruption or misconduct in the administra-
lion of the Shrine.

() Ifhe is addicted to intoxicating liquors or Drugs.
DISSOLUTION AND SUPPRESSION OF THE BOARD:—
(1) I in the opinion of the Governor, the Board is not competent to

0.

12

13.

SHRI MATAVAISHNO DEVI SHRINE ACT 1988

perform, or persistently makes default in performing the duties im-
posed on it under this Act or exceeds or abuses Its powers, the
Governor may after due enquiry and after giving the Board reason-
able opportunity of being heard, by order dissolve or supersede the
Board and reconstitute another Board in accordance with this Act.
(2) WhereaBoardis Dissolved or superseded under this sec-
tion the Governor shall assume all the powers and perform all the
functions and exercise all the powers of the Board for a period not
exceeding three months o until the constitution of another Board
which ever Is earlier.

FILLING OF VACANCIES:-

(1) Casual vacancies in the office of the Board shall be filled in the
same way as provided in section 5.

(2) The term of a member nominated to fill a casual vacancy shall
expire on the day on which the term of the member in whose va-
cancy the appointment has been made would have expired.

(3) Nothing done by the Board shall be invalid by reason only there
being a casual vacancy.

REGISTRATION:-

Any member may resign his office as member by giving notice inwriting

o the Chief Executive Officer and his office ghall become vacant from

the date of acceptance of the same by the Governor,

REMOVAL OF AMEMBER:-

The Governor may for good and sufficient reason, remave any rhemt.f

after giving him an opportunity of showing cause against such removal

and after considering the explanation offered therefor.

OFFICE AND MEETINGS OF THE BOARD:~

(1) The Board shall maintain its office at such place as the Board may
decide.

(2) Atthe meeting of the Board, the chairman or in his absence one af
the members for the purpose to be elected at the meeting shall
preside,

(3) No business shall be fransacted al any meeting unless at | :ast

four members are present.
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